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ALSO INSIDE   The Grand Finale  •  Peace Maker  •  Give a Miracle




   The campus gets a $7 million 
upgrade




Academic Year 2011-12 is bound to be memorable for many reasons, not the least of which is that it 
began (literally) with a bang. The earthquake that shook much of the Northeast on August 23 rumbled 
through the Bridgeport area as students were returning to campus. Following close on the heels of this 
rare event was the approach of Irene, the first hurricane in 25 years forecast to hit Bridgeport directly. 
On Saturday, the 27th, in advance of Irene, all of our recently arrived freshman students and returning athletes  
and staff were evacuated to higher ground at nearby Sacred Heart University Because of extraordinary 
planning and effort by many dedicated UB personnel, the University weathered the storm with minimal 
damage to the campus and no loss of electrical power. Students returned to their dormitories on Sunday, 
as soon as the storm had moved on. Move-in day, the first day of classes, and welcome activities were 
rescheduled, and the new school year is now well underway. 
Events such as these, which are out of our control, remind us how much all of us in the University 
community depend on each other and draw strength from our collective commitment to UB. Over the summer, 
a number of UB departments worked collaboratively to complete a wide variety of campus restoration, 
repair, and renewal projects. Upgrades to the Anatomy Lab, which is so essential to the work of our  
Chiropractic, Naturopathic, Acupuncture, and Physicians Assistant programs, have vastly improved storage 
areas, ventilation systems, and work spaces, enabling our students to achieve higher levels of understanding 
and competency in greater comfort. The renovation of dormitories will help meet the needs of an increasing 
number of students who require on-campus housing, and the first phase of a two-part renovation of our 
main dining facility in Marina Hall has made a significant improvement in the quality, hours of operation, 
and variety of dining options. 
Several important new gifts to the University will enrich research opportunities for graduate and 
post-graduate students as well as independent researchers. The continued development of facilities in the 
Shintaro Akatsu School of Design and the Arnold Bernhard Center for the Arts and Humanities move us 
closer to accomplishing several key elements in our long-term plans for the University of Bridgeport. 
Despite so much progress, the issue for many of our students remains their ability to pay for their 
college educations. State and federal financial aid programs continue to diminish, and this trend affects 
our student population in particular. The University of Bridgeport has always been committed to securing 
as much financial help for as many students as we possibly can. We have a strong foundation for providing 
continuing support, but every foundation requires shoring up on a regular basis. I want to thank you for 
your generous support of our Annual Fund. I encourage you all to consider increasing your contributions 
this year as an investment in our students and the growth of UB.
I hope that as you read this issue of Knightlines, you will appreciate the many inspiring stories about 
our faculty, staff, and students. The University of Bridgeport community is composed of remarkable individuals 
who contribute individually to the greater whole and make us who we are. Alumni have a special place in 
their hearts for their alma mater, and I know that you will help us to make this year a special one–and 
memorable not just for the weather. 
      Best wishes for a wonderful new year, 
      Neil Albert Salonen
      President
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	 	 	 	 With	best	wishes	for	a	wonderful	new	year,	
	 	 	 	 Meems	Ellenberg
	 	 	 	 Director	of	Annual	and	Planned	Giving
Meems Ellenberg
It’s a Brand-New Year!
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“I’m the only thing standing between you and that 
precious piece of paper, so listen up!” Marian L. Heard 
told the Class of 2011 as she launched into her  
keynote address at the University of Bridgeport’s 101st 
Commencement, held at the Arena at Harbor Yard. 
Listen up, they did. 
Heard, who has mobilized millions of Americans  
to volunteer as the founding chairman and CEO  
of the Points of Light Institute, energized the 1,470 
graduates and their families by calling on them to “do 
something” for positive change in the world. Graduates 
were joined by members of the Class of 1961, who 
were honored as Golden Knights on the 50th anniversary 
of their graduation. Dressed in bright yellow caps  
and gowns, the group marched across the stage to 
robust applause.
Heard wasted no time, either, to remind graduates 
that getting their degrees would not have been possible 
without the support and sacrifice of their families  
who “gave something up so you could be here today 
with your cap and gown. Don’t forget it. You did not 
do it alone.”
Heard’s humor, however, matched her candor.  
In speaking of the dangers of hubris, for example,  
she recounted the time that heavyweight champ  
Muhammed Ali refused to fasten his seatbelt on a 
plane because “Superman don’t need no seatbelt.”
Heard continued, “The flight attendant, a woman, 
responded, ‘Superman don’t need a plane, either.’”
And thus it went. Heard admonished those with 
cell phones: “I see you texting! Text this and send it  
out to everyone on your contact list: A-M-Z-G- S-P-
K-R. Amazing speaker! .  .  .  Sit up straight. Some 
of you are slouching! .  .  .  People like me do notice. 
So remember ESP — Elegant Self-Promotion. Carry 
yourself with pride. Carry  yourself  with focus and 
force.”
Striving and achieving excellence, she continued, 
would enable graduates to produce effective change for 
others’ benefit.
“Every 16 seconds a child dies because of lack of 
water .  .  .  In America today, a child drops out of school 
every 26 seconds. So I need you to — “Do something!” 
Graduates called out, finishing the sentence.
Heard’s message was echoed by University President 
Neil Albert Salonen, who told graduates, “You cannot 
look out at the problems of the world and wait for ‘them’ 
to solve them. Today, you have become one of them.”
Both addresses resonated with graduates like you 
Sandra Granath, who earned her bachelor’s in Interna-
tional Policy and Development. Granath, 25, moved to 
Taiwan over the summer to learn Mandarin. ”I want to 
work with the development of third world projects.”
Graduates were joined by members of the Class 
of 1961, who were honored as Golden Knights on the 
50th anniversary of their graduation. Dressed in bright 
yellow cap and gowns, the group marched across the 
stage to robust applause.
Dorothea E. Brennan, a member of the Connecticut 
Board of Governors of Higher Education, also spoke. 
Jose Ricardo Aguilar delivered the senior class  
Commencement address.		 	
Points of Light Institute founder and alumna Marian L. Heard ’63   
exhorts the Class of 2011 to “do something!” at Commencement.
The Grand
Finale
By Leslie Geary 
Left: Alumna Marian Heard 
(top left) before delivering  
the Commencement  
Address. Graduates 
and the Golden Knights 
savored milestones and 
memories. 

































A new food court, wired classrooms, high-tech anatomy labs, and Wheeler Rec’s 
gleaming fitness center are among the changes on campus this semester.
Building
Excellence




































(continued on page 8)
Above: Before and after  
at Marina: The air condi-
tioned dinning hall serves 
up views and an array of 
flavors. 
Left: Marina’s new food 
court features offerings 
from Grill 155 and Star 
Ginger, created by celebrity 
chef Mai Pham. 
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Closed in 1992, Chaffee 
reopened this fall with 
sumptuous new lounges 
and renovated rooms. 












































The Human Anatomy Lab 
at Eleanor Dona Hall was 
demolished then rebuilt with 
new scrub areas, large-screen 
monitors, and virtual  
dissection stations. 
Facelift: Crews replaced walkways 
and created lush open spaces 
throughout campus.
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Rana’s experience in Haiti was 
life-changing. “There were so 




UB  KNIGHTLINES  FALL 2011 
Fighting in Nepal’s Civil War inspired Pranaya Rana ’11 to learn  
more about nonviolent means to end conflict while studying at  
the International College. Now he’s helping immigrants displaced  































































(continued on page 12)
Soldier to statesman? 
International College 
alumnus Pranaya Rana has 
a most unusual past, but 
he’s determined to make 
the future better for those 
affected by war. 
 By Leslie GearyPeaceMaker
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No job too small . . .  
or heavy. After finding  
homes for refugees Rana 
helps them move in. 
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Rana helps a client unpack 
and move into new digs in 
Bridgeport. 
Resettling refugees means 
paperwork, paperwork, 
and more paperwork.  
Rana tells a client how to 
cut through the red tape 
at one of many meetings 
at IIC. 
(continued on page 14)
More than 250 to become 
citizens at ceremony for new
Americans at UB this fall 
The University of Bridgeport will host a naturalization ceremony 
for new Americans this fall as part of its ongoing work with the 
International Institute of Connecticut (IIC) on behalf of refugees 
and immigrants to the United States.
The time-honored swearing-in will be held at the Arnold Bernhard 
Center on Friday, September 23. 
University President Neil A. Salonen will deliver welcoming 
remarks to more than 250 immigrants from over 50 countries, 
who then will pledge the Oath of Allegiance before being sworn 
in as naturalized citizens. 
“The University of Bridgeport has been a critical partner in helping 
the IIC to realize its mission to serve the needs of the foreign-born 
community in Bridgeport. We’re very happy to cohost this event 
with UB; it’s a ceremony that really is the American Dream,” 
said IIC Executive Director Angela Zurowski.
The IIC and UB’s International College have collaborated on various 
refugee-resettlement projects for the past two years, Zurowski 
added. Several students intern at the non-profit, and International 
College alumni also work at the organization’s immigrant  
resettlement and anti-human trafficking departments.  		– L.G.
O AT H  O F  A L L E G I A N C E
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Right: Rana must use all  
of his diplomatic skills to 
get landlords to rent to  
his clients. “I don’t have 
to be in the UN to get 
experience in peace-and-
conflict issues,” he says.
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Thanks to his relationship 
with Chip’s owner George 
Chatzopoulous, Rana was 
able to get a job for client 
Mahfoz Ghafor.
(continued on page 16)
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“ Haiti made it very clear in my mind that in 
one way or another I would pursue a field 
where I could work with people in need.”
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SASD students Carla Chavez 
(seated) and Elizabeth 
Kohler at Juliet’s tomb in 
Verona, Italy.
Chavez’s designs for the 
Hotel Bulgari in Milan
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International programs open doors, enrich lives  
for UB students this summer
ClassroomWorld
The is their
(continued on page 18)
 By Leslie Geary
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Chavez (right) and  
her architect professor  
at Istituto Superiore  
di Architettura è Design
Sheila Pimentel and  
friend on a camel ride 
Pimentel in front of  
the Sheikh Zayed Grand 
Mosque in Abu Dhabi
From left: Clinton Scholars Jessica Chiang, 
Jonathan Berman, Anya Vitalyevna, and Pimen-
tel with a tour guide in the desert of Sharjah
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UB student Carolina  
Lobato helps to plant a 
tree at Jinjiang College.
UB students were greeted 
by Jingiang College  
President Li (center) and 
Vice President Yang  
(right of center).
(continued on page 20)
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UB students attended  
the International Summer  
Program at Hanyang 
University in Seoul, South 
Korea, from June 28 to 
July 22.
UB student Katelyn Anton 
(third from left) and friends  
at the Mirim Botanical  
Garden in South Korea 
where Anton delighted in 
viewing various species  
of magnolias.
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Dr. Brian Nathanson began using chiropractic techniques he  
learned at UB to help cancer patients. Then he and his wife  
cofounded CT Row for a Cure to do even more.   
(continued on page 22)
By Sherri Bartley Rivera
Nathanson and  
his wife Penny
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“ The chances of our daughter getting better  
were very small. This experience totally 
turned our lives around. We got a miracle 
and we had to give back.”
23
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Right: Penny Nathanson 
and daughter Cali at the 




















To learn more about CT Row for a Cure, please visit  
www.active.com/donate/rftcnorwalk
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Legacy for a friend
A modern new health sciences classroom is named in honor of the late Robert Crayhon,  






















Fitting tribute: After the 
death of Robert Crayhon, 
UB students, faculty, and 
others donated a classroom 
in his memory. It is the 
first health sciences  
classroom to be named  
for an individual.
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UB teams up with anti-smoking groups to keep  


















































No ifs, ands, or butts
UB President Neil Salonen 
and Senator Richard  
Blumenthal encouraged 
teenagers to choose 
healthy habits.
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Guaranteed medical school for UB grads
UB and American University in Antiqua pen an agreement to expand opportunities in health care.
UB Choral Director Frank Martignetti  
(second from left) and the UB Chamber  
Singers backstage at Carnegie Hall.  
Alumnus Bruce Lorentzen ’76 (fifth from  
left) joined them.
UB Singers perform at Carnegie Hall.
Applause! Applause!
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Naturopathic students dominate the competition at AANP conference.
UB naturopathic students walked off  
with the ZRT Cup after successfully  
answering hundreds of questions covering  
the medical and biological sciences.































Eat Right 4 Your Type.
	



















students Raluca Duma,	Emma Sommers,	
Emmanuel M. Renaudo,	Yevgeniya Boyko,	
and	Theresa Ankrah,	and	CC	alumni	





























available	here.”		 		– Leslie Geary
From left: College of Chiropractic professors 
Drs. Laura Greco, Richard Saporito, and Stephen 
Perle cared for runners at the Providence, RI, 
half-marathon this summer.

















































Would you like to share news of 
your own or nominate an alum  
to be interviewed for a “Focus On”  
interview? We’re interested in 
what you’re doing, and so are 
your classmates! Contact:  
Knightlines, Cortright Hall,  
219 Park Avenue, Bridgeport, 
CT 06604 or knightlines@
bridgeport.edu. Be sure to  
include your full name, contact 






































(continued on page 30)
Alumna Marian Heard ’63 
and University supporter Janice  
Kavanaugh, wife of Steve  
Kavanaugh ’86, catch up at 
the spring alumni New England 
reception in Boston.
Campus activities director  
Colleen Powers (third from left) 
presented UB’s Greek Organization  
of the Year award in May to  
Alpha Kappa Alpha members 
Iyeshia Redrick, Ashley Fonville, 
Duanecia Evans, Andrea Wright, 
and Charisma Hernandez.
Dean of Students Kenneth Holmes 
and 2011 Dean’s Award winner  
Colin Capaci Fricke
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Distinguished Alumni winners J. Daniel Merena ’84, Moonyeen Klopfenstein ’66, Vladimir Drobashevsky 
’59 (center) with President and Mrs. Rebecca Salonen.
Alumni Association Scholarship winner Mariah Dookie, a psychology major from Bridgeport, with her 
mother Maxine (on right) and grandmother Alma. This is the first time the Association has awarded the 
scholarship for outstanding academic achievement and community involvement.
UB  KNIGHTLINES  FALL 2011 
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From left: Vladimir Drobashevsky ’59 with professor emeritus Don 
McIntyre ’57 and Rebecca Salonen at the Distinguished Alumni Dinner. 
Drobashevsky studied industrial design with McIntyre as his professor.
Family of alumna Moonyeen Klopfensten ’66 greet each other before the Distinguished Alumni Dinner and awards ceremony in June.
From left: Richard Greenwood ’11, alumni board member Andrea 
Andrews ’06, Ivana Kovacecic ’11, and alumni board member  
Dennis Brotherton ’86 at the Distinguished Alumni Dinner.
32























































































Baseball alums Peter Barrows and T.J. O’Leary 
shine on the diamond all over the world.
By Chuck Sadowski  
33









Former UB standout T.J. 
O’Leary ’09 starred for  
the Irish National Baseball  
Team this summer.
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Purple Knights fall just one game shy of conference title and 
first-ever trip to NCAA Division II Championship Tournament.
By Chuck Sadowski  
Baseball Shines in Spring 2011  
with all-time best 31-14 record
Above: Senior outfielder  
Peter Barrows earned  
first All East Coast Team  
Conference honors in 2011.
Right: Junior first baseman 
Eric Schlitter led the Purple 
Knights with 42 runs.
35




























Toni Valcic – 3.89 GPA (Spring 2011)
Piotr Safronczyk – 3.67 GPA (Fall 2010)
Oscar Pereirro– 3.67 GPA (Spring 2011)






Maris Visse (Women) – 3.93 GPA (Spring 2011)
Sandra Schmitz (Women) – 3.90 GPA (Fall 2010)
Anna Kwiatkowska (Women) – 3.78 GPA (Spring 2011)
Florian Mehlan (Men) – 3.72 (Fall 2010)
Anna Krasnowska (Women) – 3.53 GPA (Spring 2011) 	 	
UB women swimmers earn their 14th consecutive team academic award.
By Chuck Sadowski  
Big Splash 
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120 golfers support the Purple Knights on a 
perfect day at Tashua Knolls Golf Club
By Pete Doneit  
Annual UB  
Athletics Department  
Golf Classic is a Hit
From left: UB men’s basketball 
coach Mike Ruane and University 
Athletic Hall of Fame alumnus Phil 
Nastu ’76 
From left: Nancy DeLuca, 
Mary Ellen Kelly,  
Mary-Jane Foster, Vice 
President University  
Relations, Cheryl Dziubina, 
and Missy Cummings
Eye on the ball: one of the 
120 participants who took  
a swing for UB athletics.
Participants get ready to  
tee off at UB’s annual  
Golf Classic at Tashua  
Knolls Golf Course in  
Trumbull, CT, on June 13. 
The fundraiser, now in  
its 15th year, raised  
nearly $25,000 to support  
University athletics.
From left: Board of Trustee Mark Fries ’73, Bill Brew ’62, UB 
assistant registrar Bill Brandon, and Bob Carlson, president of 
Carlson Construction, one of the tournament’s supporters
37
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  2011 University of Bridgeport Athletics Hall of Fame Dinner
	 Join	us	on	Saturday,	November	5	as	we	honor	this	year’s	best-of-the-best	from	past	UB	athletic	teams.


























 You can stay up to date with University of Bridgeport athletics by visiting www.ubknights.com  
Six Purple Knight Athletic Events Not to Miss in 2011-12















Save the Date! 
Saturday, November 5, 2011
Arnold Bernhard Arts and Humanities Center







the  16th Annual
hall of fame
Dinner and 
Awards Ceremony
